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A SURVEY OF SINOLOGICAL STUDIES IN MODERN JAPAN

Liang Jung-jo

This essay deals first with the various terms for Sinology in Japan, such as“Orientalogy,”
“Sino-Studies,” “Chinese Studies,” and the origin and meaning of Sinology. The bod£ ofthis
essay is divided into five sections:

1. The Situation of Sinological Studies in Japan after World War II. Japanese scholars
of the older generation are still going on with their work. The Chinese language ability
of the younger scholars in Japan is better than that of the older ones, because the latter
learned their Chinese in occupied China during the War. In addition, the numbers ofsf
universities, the professorships concerned with Chinese Studies, and collége studentr
interested in the fields of Chinese history, philosophy, and literature have increased greatly.
Writings on Sinology are prevalent and popularized.

2. The Preservation of Sinological Materials in Japan. There is good preservation o
many materials, such as the Chinese books in the Morrison Library, the Segato Library
the Research Institute of Oriental Culture in Tokyo, and the Research Institute fo
Humanistic Studies of Kyoto University, and the bronzes of ancient China preserved in
Suitomo Museum and Youlin Museum. i

3. The Spirit and Method of Japanese Sinologists. Sometimes the work is handed down
from father to son and may even be passed on to later generations. The Japanese Sinologists
choose a special field and remain within it. Ordinarily the yare working in different fields
in an organized system. '

4. The Important Achievements of Japanese Sinologists. Their greatest achievements are in
the fields of history of religions, international border relations, economic history, and
the history of society. They also have made a great deal of remarkable progress in
philosophy, literature, language, etymology, and the arts. The important works in Sinology
in the past twenty years are listed and an introduction to the writers is made.

5. Conclusion. Japanese Sinologists should cooperate with scholars of Japanese culture, and
they should have confidence in themselves and a sense of responsibility towards world
culture, Finally, the author stresses the importance of the records and books in the field
of Sinology preserved in Taiwan. Academic circles in China should be aware of the
achievements of the Japanese scholars, especially their research spirit and methode.
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